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the united voice and affections of the whole family, even in this case ? what helps will two such relations be to one another in praying to God, either by themselves, or with their families ?
Old La. Upon my word, you sensibly affect me now with it.
Eld. Sist. It is not enough, madam, that they, being sincerely religious apart, shall worship God in their own separate way, though better so than not at all; but the zeal, the affection, the uniting their hearts in their worship, their praying with and for one another, this, alas! is all lost. Then say it be in the public worship; there they may make a woful separation; God, that has made them one, is served by them as two ; God has joined them together, and they part asunder in their serving him ; God has made them one, and yet they cannot worship him as one : how does this consist, madam ?
Old La. I see you are full of it.
Eld. Sist. In their public worship, sacraments, &c., neither one heart or one voice goes with their worship: though they communicate in the same ordinance, they set up two altars; one worships here, and one there; and though their faces are both set heavenwards, perhaps they turn back to back as soon as they go out of their doors to the public worship of God.
Old La. You are very clear in it, indeed, madam.
Eld. Sist. This is not all, madam; there are several family circumstances besides these, which make an union of opinion absolutely necessary : as first, family worship is a thing without which, families, however privately and separately devout, are coupled with heathens, Jer. x. 25, POUT out thy tvrath upon the heathen, and upon the families which call not upon thy name: whatever there may in public worship, there should always be an exact har-